January 2018 Edition 2: Newsletter

Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome once again to our fortnightly newsletter. The pupils have now settled
back into the routine of school. They are continuing to make progress with their
learning across the holistic curriculum.
Last week, Lee Martin, our Behaviour Lead, introduced pupils to our stepped

approach to bullying, he reminded pupils about the previous advice given to them
about what to do if they are being bullied, or they see someone else being
bullied. (You can find out more on page 3/4).
Amy Wilkins, our Speech and Language Therapist, has also introduced THINK to
the year 5 and 6 pupils to help them understand how comments they make can
impact on others. You may find the acronym useful to use at home.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the year 5 and 6 pupils, who have
been looking after our red clawed Amazon Rainforest tortoise, Noddy, this week.
We are now considering what our next pet will be.
Finally, thank you to the families who have provided photographs and updates
about their child’s achievements outside of school. We love to hear about our
pupils’ achievements, so please continue to share information with us.
Kind regards,

Nicola

“A mind is like a parachute, it
doesn’t work if it isn’t open”

Frank Zappa

My class watched: Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle
Movie
Rating:

By: Adam G.

The main characters are: Spencer (Dwayne Johnson aka The Rock), Fridge (Kevin
Hart), Bethany (Jack Black), Martha (Karen Gillan) and Alex (Nick Jonas).
The setting: the film’s African jungle setting was shot in Hawaii.
The story is about: a group of American high school students who were sent to
detention. Whilst they were in detention, they find the video game Jumanji. They all picked
their avatars, the nerdy one ends up being Dwayne Johnson. The basketball player is turned
into Kevin Hart. The gossip girl of the school is turned into Jack Black, which is really funny at
one part as she has to learn how to go to the toilet as a man. Martha who is like the nerdy girl
turns into Karen Gillan, They begin playing the game until the console starts glowing green.
They try to switch it off but as their bodies start disappearing they get sucked into the game
and end up in the jungle…..
What I liked: This was my first time at the cinema, so getting the popcorn, nachos and
an ice-blast was a great start (apart from nearly dropping them). The film was funny and very
entertaining.
What I disliked: There wasn’t anything I disliked!
My favourite part: When Bethany discovered she was a man, and when she got eaten
by a hippo.
Who I would recommend the film to: the film is rated a 12A, at 13 I enjoyed it.

Nothing Rhymes with Orange
by Adam Rex
A perfect laugh-out-loud, read-aloud from New York Times bestselling author Adam Rex!
We all know nothing rhymes with orange. But how does that make Orange feel? Well, left out! When a
parade of fruit gets together to sing a song about how wonderful they are―and the song happens to
rhyme―Orange can’t help but feel like it’s impossible for him to ever fit in. But when one particularly
intuitive Apple notices how Orange is feeling, the entire English language begins to become a bit more
inclusive.
Beloved author-illustrator Adam Rex has created a hilarious yet poignant parable about feeling left out,
celebrating difference, and the irrefutable fact that nothing rhymes with orange.

CHILD FRIENDLY ANTI-BULLYING ADVICE

QUEST STEPPED APPROACH TO BULLYING

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
This half term in the year 5/6 social communication groups we are focusing on positive
communication with others. We have been discussing the THINK before you speak
acronym. This is a structure that allows pupils to ask themselves the following questions
before they speak:

It can be helpful to think about the metaphor “our words are like toothpaste.” Once the tooth
paste is out the tube it cannot go back in, just as once we have said something, we cannot
take back how it made another person feel.

CONGRATULATIONS
Well done Kieran for taking on such a huge challenge, we are all very proud.
*We love hearing about our pupils successes at home, please keep the pictures coming in.

FINE TO FINISH
This is used to support pupils to bring an activity to a natural end
when they have not completed the activity.
Facts

Some pupils experience an increase in anxiety levels at points of transition


Some pupils have a ‘perfectionist’ approach to life and become anxious when
they think they might not be able to meet their own high standard.



Some pupils find it difficult to leave a piece of work unfinished, they may
refuse to stop working and move onto their next lesson.

Suggested Script
“There are 10 minutes left of the lesson. It is fine to finish working now; you can
complete your maths in tomorrow’s lesson / after school…”
Hints and Tips
For finishing work: Offer support by building up a routine with a structure for
ending the lesson making it easier for pupils to cope with anxiety.
For conversation: Be sensitive to the individual when encouraging them to bring

their conversation to a close, as this is likely to be an area of distinct weakness.

YEAR 9 IMMUNISATIONS
We have arranged for Year 9 vaccinations (for Meningitis
ACWY, Tetanus, Diphtheria and Polio) to take place at
school on Tuesday 13th March 2018. Letters and emails
will be sent out over the next couple of weeks, however if
you have any queries please contact reception.

Alex got to meet a baby lamb last
week at his horse riding therapy.
Fin had been baking Millefeuille
with Nicola this week

TAKE PART IN THE WORLD’S LARGEST
WILDLIFE SURVEY
You can take part any time over this weekend:
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/biggardenbirdwatch/20172018/bgbw_pack_download_allv4.pdf

SAFEGUARDING NEWS

Children’s Mental Health Week is fast approaching 5 -11 February 2018.
Run by school-based children’s mental health charity Place2Be, this year’s theme
‘Being Ourselves’ invites everyone to come together and celebrate their uniqueness.
What’s it all about?
It can sometimes be difficult for all of us to think positive things about ourselves and to
know what it is that makes us who we are. Children and young people also struggle with
this a great deal, in particular children with additional needs.
Understanding that we are all unique with our own strengths, qualities and interests is
very important for our wellbeing. Through having a positive view of ourselves, we can
feel better equipped to cope with life’s challenges and make better connections with
others.
As parents and carers, you play a very important role in helping your children to
understand that they are unique.
Here are a few simple ways that you could encourage your children to understand the
importance of “Being Ourselves”.
Point out your children’s positive qualities determination, courage, kindness help them to notice what makes them unique.
Have a chat about the strengths, qualities and interests within your family over
dinner in the car or when you are playing together….it can be fun to notice how
we are all different from each other.
Celebrate your efforts with your children whether you go for a run, get promoted
at work or cook a great meal, sharing your achievements, no matter how big or
small, will help your children to recognise their own.

Don’t forget: If you’re worried about your child, talk to your GP or contact us at
School. You can also find a list of organisations that provide support and advice
on swww.place2be.org.uk.

TERM DATES 2017- 18


Term starts Monday 8th January 2018 - Thursday 29th March 2018

Half Term - Monday 19th February - Friday 23rd February 2018


Term: Monday 16th April 2018 - Friday 20th July 2018

Half Term – Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June 2018


Term starts Monday 4th June - Friday 20th July 2018

INSET DAYS (no school)


Thursday 29th March 2018



Monday 16th April 2018

SAFEGUARDING
Keeping children safe in school is every school’s priority. As part of our Visitors’ Policy, we
require all visitors to sign in at reception and read and sign our Visitor’s Code of Conduct.
Please, therefore, do not take offence when our office staff ask you to adhere to our procedures.
Should any parent /carer feel unable to comply, we will be unable to let you past the reception
area.

Quest Contact details
Quest Academy,
St David’s Way,
Bermuda Park,
Nuneaton
CV10 7SD
E: quest.office@macintyreacademies.org
T: 01788 593 112

How to contact members of staff:
Please contact Reception if you would like to speak with a member of staff. You will

ei-

ther be transferred or reception will e-mail the member of staff to let them know that you
have called.

Reporting pupil absence and lateness:
If your child is absent for more than 7 days you will need to provide a doctors certificate.
If we do not receive a doctors note and have not seen your child we will have no
alternative but to refer the matter to the Safeguarding Board in line with our
safeguarding procedures.

